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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 21: THE CONFRONTATION 

Lola sat at the table of the conference room in the offices of JBlock opposite the two agents from 
Interpol. She felt like she wasn’t inside her own body but was witnessing the interview from the 
corner of the room.  
 
It was still early in the morning and most of the other employees, including JJ Thomson, had yet to 
arrive at the office. She felt isolated and vulnerable, as if she were swimming with sharks. 
 
The young English agent, James Bromfield, reached for his notepad. 
 
“You worked at Telecom España for seven years. Is that correct?” 
“Yes.” replied Lola 
“Most recently, you were the senior account manager in the cybersecurity division reporting to Luis 
Bruña. Is that correct?” 
“Yes.” 
“Are you still in contact with him?” 
“No, we are not in regular contact anymore.” 
 
Bromfield wrote something into his notepad. 
 
“One of your accounts at Telecom España was the Swiss Insurance company…” Bromfield paused, 
looked at his notepad and then in an awful German accent attempted to say the name of the 
company: “….Shwiser Leeban. Is that correct?” 
 
“If you are talking about Schweizer Leben, then yes, it was one of my accounts.”  
 
Lola pronounced the name perfectly. She had visited their head office in Geneva on multiple 
occasions and had even learned some basic German in order to better manage the account. 
 
“Are you aware that they recently suffered a catastrophic breach of security?” 
“Yes. I am.” replied Lola 
Bromfield raised an eyebrow and wrote something into his notebook.  
Lola continued: “Because it’s been reported in the newspapers.” 
Bromfield looked up from his notebook. 
“Why were you fired?” 
“I wasn’t fired.” 
“Really?” 
“Yes, really. I resigned from the company. You should speak to Luis Bruña. He’ll confirm that.” 
 
The two agents looked at each other and then Guzman Zunzunegui, the older of the two, leaned 
forward and in an apologetic voice said: 
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“We’ve already spoken to Luis Bruña. We’ve spoken to a lot of people, including some of your new 
colleagues at JBlock, and they all say that you were fired.” 
 
Lola felt like she had been punched in the stomach. Luis Bruña had always been good to her. Their 
relationship had been one of mutual trust. They had become close friends. But now he was betraying 
her, lying about her, helping Ruiz de Velasco to destroy her. On top of that, some of her new 
colleagues at JBlock were part of the conspiracy.  
 
The two agents from Interpol sat motionlessly, waiting for her to respond, watching her clam up. But 
before Lola could answer, the door of the conference room burst open and JJ Thomson and Diego 
de la Fuente marched in.  
 
“What’s going on here?” said JJ Thomson forcefully. 
 
James Bromfield, stood up, pulled out some identification from his pocket and explained that they 
were agents from Interpol interested in discussing some private matters with Lola Badiola.  
 
JJ Thomson didn’t even look at the identification. “If you want to speak to any of my team, in my 
office, you need to make an appointment.”  
 
“It’s an urgent matter of international importance,” the agent replied. 
 
“I don’t care what it is. If you want to speak to any of my team, in my office, you need to make an 
appointment.” 
 
JJ Thomson and Diego de la Fuente stood shoulder to shoulder staring down at the two agents.  
 
Lola had never realized how big and physically intimidating Diego de la Fuente could be. He was as 
wide as he was tall, with huge hairy hands and a solid torso that looked like it was about to rip 
through the Lacoste polo shirt he was wearing. He reminded Lola of her father.  
 
For a moment the confrontation could have got ugly. But Guzman Zunzunegui rose to his feet and 
diffused the situation. He turned to Lola and said: 
 
“Thank you for your time. We will be in contact. In the meantime, here is my card in case you want to 
talk to us.” 
 
Then the two agents walked out of the conference room followed closely by Diego de la Fuente.  
 
JJ Thomson closed the door behind them and sat down opposite Lola. 
 
“Good morning.” he said to her with a smile.  
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READING COMPREHENSION 
 
1. Describe the two agents from Interpol. 
2. What time of day is it and how many people are in the office? 
3. How does Lola feel at the beginning of the interview? 
4. What is the name of the Swiss Insurance Company? 
5. How well does Bromfield pronounce the name? How well does Lola pronounce the name?  
6. Who does Lola think has betrayed her? 
7. How does JJ Thomson react to the situation when he arrives at the office? 
8. Describe Diego de la Fuente. 
9. What does Guzman Zunzunegui give Lola at the end of the meeting? 
10. What do you think will happen next? 
 


