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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 20: INTERPOL 

Even before Lola opened her eyes, she knew that she was waking up in someone else’s bed. It 
smelled different – the scent of an unfamiliar washing powder. She tried to remember what had 
happened the previous night and became aware of a slight ache in her head. 
 
She could hear the movement of pots and pans in a distant kitchen. Somebody in the apartment was 
already awake.  
 
Slowly she opened one eye. She was lying alone in a double bed. She asked herself the obvious 
questions. Where was she? How did she get there? And most critically, whose bed was she in?  
 
A shot of adrenalin passed through her body and she sat upright. She was wearing her bra, panties 
and socks underneath an oversized T-Shirt with the Harvard University logo.  
 
The events of last night came rushing back to her - the red wine, the tears, the hugs and Mr. Red 
Bull.  
 
She heard the sound of a man’s voice nearby and then the door of the bedroom started to open very 
slowly. She stared at it, like a deer in the headlights.  
 
A man’s face appeared from the other side of the door.  
 
“Good morning,” he said.  
 
Lola rubbed her eyes. 
 
The man smiled at her and then turned and shouted in the direction of the kitchen. 
 
“Hey Concha, Sleeping Beauty is awake.” 
 
“Perfect timing!” Concha shouted back. 
 
Lola sank back into the bed in relief. The man was Eugenio, Concha’s loving husband.  
 
“Come on,” he said “your fruit smoothie is waiting for you.” 
 
Lola got out of bed and headed through to the kitchen, apologizing sincerely to Eugenio who had 
clearly spent the night sleeping on the sofa.  
 
Eugenio Hernandez had been married to Concha for just over a year. He worked for the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) a non-Governmental Organization (NGO) that protected critically endangered 



The Adventures of Lola Badiola                © Gratton Communications  

 

42 

animals such as the Leopard, the Mountain Gorilla and the Orangutan. That morning he was 
particularly excited as he was flying out to Davos to help David Attenborough prepare a speech on 
climate change at the World Economic Forum (WEF) 
 
It was 7:30am in the morning and Concha had prepared a healthy breakfast for the three of them. 
The news was playing on the radio in the background. A financial reporter was informing listeners 
that the IBEX was expected to rise again as the two-year bull market continued.  
 
Lola admired Eugenio and asked him a lot of questions about his job until Concha eventually 
interrupted them. 
 
“Aren’t we going to discuss the elephant in room?” 
“What do you mean?” asked Lola. 
“Come on!” replied Concha. “What did you think of your blind date?” 
  
Lola took a sip of her smoothie and smiled. Mr. Red Bull was a nice guy. He was interesting, funny, 
and a good listener. At the end of the evening he had walked her back to Concha’s apartment and 
kissed her goodnight.  
 
Lola searched her memory for any embarrassing moments, any silly comments or actions that she 
regretted. But, for once, there were none. After her tears in the bathroom the evening had gone very 
smoothly. And she felt good about herself.  
 
“He’s alright.” she said 
“Just alright?” said Eugenio and Concha in unison.  
“Listen guys, I’ve got a lot on my plate at the moment. I’m currently not looking for a new 
boyfriend.” 
“Actually Lola, it’s new boyfriends that are looking for you. But you’re always ducking out. Wouldn’t 
you like to settle down with an Eugenio in your life?” 
 
Concha wrapped her arms around her husband and pinched his chubby cheeks. Eugenio kissed his 
wife and pulled away. 
 
“Listen girls, I need to pack my bags for the trip.” 
“Yeah, and I need to get ready for work.” said Lola “Concha, can I borrow a suit?” 
“Sure, let’s get you guys on the road” 
 
Lola had a quick shower and then squeezed herself into one of Concha’s suits. It was only a short bus 
ride from the apartment to the office on Gran Via which meant that Lola arrived early for work.  
 
She jumped off the bus at the top of Gran Via and entered the Adriática building. She smiled at the 
doorman and took the stairs up to the second floor. She was humming a little tune as she walked 
through the office. 
 
Cayetano Tolosa was waiting at her desk. He was with two other men - one tall, young and Northern 
European, the other short, old and Spanish. She had no meeting booked in her agenda so she 
wondered who the two men might be.  
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As she approached them, one of the strangers stepped forward and introduced himself. 
 
“Good morning, Ms. Badiola. My name is James Bromfield and this is my partner Guzman 
Zunzunegui. We work for the cybercrime division of Interpol and we would like to ask you a few 
questions about a recent corporate hacking incident.” 
  
READING COMPREHENSION 
 
1. How does Lola know that she is in someone else’s bed? 
2. What is she wearing? 
3. Who is Eugenio and what does he do for a living? 
4. How would you describe the relationship between Eugenio and Concha? 
5. Why is Eugenio excited that morning? 
6. What is the reporter talking about on the radio? 
7. What happened to Lola and Mr. Red Bull the previous night? 
8. What is Lola’s opinion of Mr. Red Bull? 
9. How does Lola feel on the way to work? 
10. Who is waiting for Lola at her desk? And what do they want? 
 
 
 


