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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 17: THE PRESS CONFERENCE 

Lola Badiola and Cayetano Tolosa returned to the office after their coffee together. They were 
having a friendly chat as they got into the elevator. 
 
“Do you know which country in the world has the most public holidays?” asked Cayetano before 
replying to his own question. “It’s Cambodia. They have 28 public holidays a year! That’s exactly 
double the amount that we have in Spain. Imagine working in Cambodia!” 
 
“Imagine trying to run a business there.” Lola replied.  
 
“And do you know which countries have fewest public holidays?” 
 
“No. But I bet that you’re gonna tell me.” 
 
 “It’s the UK with 8 and the US with 9. They get Christmas, Easter, and a few other bank holidays. 
That’s it.” 
 
“That sounds like a bad deal.” 
 
“Yeah. Unless your Jewish. Then you can add Hanukah, Yom Kippur and a bunch of other religious 
holidays.”  
 
“What if you’re a Jewish person working in Cambodia?” said Lola with a straight face. 
 
“That’s the perfect combination!” replied Cayetano. 
 
They entered the office laughing but stopped abruptly. Everyone was standing together silently 
looking up at a Television screen on the main wall. It was showing one of the 24-hour business news 
channels.  
 
Lola and Cayetano joined the rest of the group.  
 
“What’s going on?” asked Cayetano. 
 
“Shh. Just listen,” replied one of the programmers dismissively.  
 
A press conference was just about to begin. All the journalists and photographers were in their seats 
waiting for the presentation to start. The side door opened and through it walked two people that 
Lola knew very well - her ex-boss Luis Bruña, and the CEO of her previous company Mario Ruiz de 
Velasco. The two men sat down at a long table, with their lawyers either side of them.  
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Lola moved forward to see the screen more closely. Mario looked as elegant and imperious as ever, 
but Luis was just a shadow of himself. His face was white as a sheet and he had dark rings around his 
eyes. He looked ten years older than when she had last seen him.  
 
“What’s this about?” asked Lola.  
 
JJ turned to Lola and said quietly. “They’ve been hit.” 
 
“What?” Lola couldn’t believe it. Spain’s biggest IT company - the provider of cybersecurity services 
to thousands of companies around the world - had been hacked.  
 
JJ continued: “The share price is down 20%.” 
 
Before Lola could react, the press conference started.  
 
“Good morning everyone.” said Mario in his customary relaxed but authoritative manner.  
“Yesterday afternoon at exactly 2 pm we experienced an intrusion in our systems. Let me explain the 
context of this attack, the action we have taken, the results of that action and finally what we have 
learned from this experience.” 
 
“As you know, our company is one of the global leaders in Fintech, particularly in the area of 
cybersecurity. A few days ago, we successfully neutralized a ransomware attack on a Swiss insurance 
company.”  
 
“Shortly after that, the same group of hackers gained access to our own systems and released a 
series of viruses. We immediately shut down the infected areas and disarmed the viruses one by one. 
Within six hours we were once again fully operational.” 
 
“I am proud of the way our team has responded to this crisis. And I wish to reassure our clients, 
investors and all our stakeholders that we have everything under control. We remain a stable and 
profitable company in a challenging and disruptive sector.  
 
“I will now answer your questions.” 
 
There was a slight pause in the proceedings before one of the journalists took hold of a microphone 
and said: 
 
“Do you know who is responsible for the attack” 
 
“It is too early to comment on that.” 
 
“Can you confirm the rumors that it is a group in North Korea?” 
 
“I cannot confirm or deny that.” 
In a small cubicle, in a government building in the center of Pyongyang, a North Korean hacker 
called Park Jae Bon was watching the news conference live from his terminal. He loved following the 
effects of his hacks as they trickled through the system.  
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His English was good enough to understand the proceedings. He was satisfied. Once again, he had 
played the game and won. 
 
“Was it an inside job?” asked an American journalist from Wired magazine.  
 
“What do you mean?” replied Ruiz de Velasco. 
 
“70% of malicious attacks are made by a company’s current or ex-employees. Do you think that was 
the case here?”  
 
“We are pursuing all lines of investigation.”  
 
“Is it true that the person responsible for the Swiss Insurance account recently left your company?” 
 
“Yes,” replied Ruiz De Velasco. He looked across at Luis Bruña and then back to the journalist before 
adding: “She was fired.” 
 
The journalist made a note in his book and then asked: “Is she implicated in this incident?” 
 
Mario Ruiz de Velasco leant back in his chair and took some advice from his lawyer. Then he said. 
“That is something for the cybercrime department of the police force to decide.”  
 
Lola’s heart skipped a beat. They were talking about her. They were saying that she was fired. They 
were implying that she played a role in the attack. 
 
Ruiz de Velasco looked directly into the camera. It was as if his piercing green eyes were looking 
straight at Lola Badiola. The he said: “I only hope that I can be the invisible hand that guides the 
police towards this criminal.” 
 
One by one, the JBlock team turned to look at Lola. She was frozen to the spot. Staring 
incredulously at the television screen. 
 
She started to feel the strange sensation of panic rise from her stomach. 
 
READING COMPREHENSION 

 
1. Which country has the most public holiday, and which has the least? 
2. Name two Jewish festivals.  
3. What television channel is everybody in the office watching? 
4. What event is taking place? 
5. What do Mario Ruiz de Velasco and Luis Bruña look like at that moment? 
6. What has just happened to their company? (Use the C.A.R.L. technique to describe it) 
7. How much has the share price fallen? 
8. Who is Ruiz de Velasco trying to reassure at the press conference? 
9. Why does Ruiz de Velasco use the expression “…the invisible hand that guides…”? 
10. How does Lola feel at the end of the press conference? 


