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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 61 – CAPITALISM 

The security guards from Interpol escorted the two men out of the main building. They were driven by 
golf cart to the exit where a white taxi was waiting for them. The agent instructed the driver to take 
them to his apartment in the centre of Madrid. Then he turned once more to Park. 

“Ok, you’re coming home with me. And we are going to sort this mess out. Now listen carefully. My 
wife has no idea that I work as a freelance spy. That means that we have to maintain your cover story 
when we arrive back at my house. You are Moon Boon Jo, as it says on your passport, and you are 
working for my production team as location scout for our next documentary. You are going to stay 
with us because your Air BnB got cancelled at the last minute.” 

The agent sat back in the seat of the taxi and swore. 

“You have no idea what that means do you?” 

Park shook his head. 

“Ok, just answer yes or no to any questions you are asked. And I warn you, my wife can be very 
inquisitive.”  

The taxi stopped in front of an apartment block in the centre of Madrid. The two men got out of the 
vehicle, took their luggage from the boot, entered the building and rode the elevator to the fourth 
floor. 

The agent’s head was still spinning from the events earlier in the day at Interpol. Why had his mission 
gone so badly wrong? Who was the man he had brought back from North Korea? And why was he 
pretending to be Kim Lee Sohn?  

The agent had to clear his head of these doubts and questions. He was about to see his wife for the 
first time in two weeks. He had to take off his spy hat and put on his husband hat. His wife had 
informed him of the pregnancy while he was in the middle of the extraction plan. It hadn’t yet sunk in, 
and he was desperate to celebrate this special moment with her in person. 

The agent opened the front door of his flat and shouted. 

“Hi Honey I’m home.” 

A women screamed with delight from inside the apartment. 

“Eugenio! My love!” 

The woman came running through the hallway and jumped into the arms of her husband. 
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“Concha!” 

They kissed and hugged and then kissed again.  

“We’re going to be parents!” 

“Yes, we are!” 

Eugenio picked his wife up in his big strong arms and the two of them pirouetted on the oak parquet 
floor, until Concha noticed the presence of another human being in the room. The couple came to a 
halt and looked at small oriental man who was standing on the threshold of their flat.   

“Sweetie this is….this is….Moon Boon Jo. He’s part of the crew. They cancelled his Air BnB with no 
notice. He’s gonna stay with us for a couple of days.” 

“Oh. Ok. Hi Moon. Or should I call you Boon. Or Jo?” 

Park looked at Eugenio then back to Concha and said: 

“Yes.” 

Concha smiled kindly. In her job as an international recruitment consultant, she had experience 
dealing with professionals from many different cultures. She knew that Asian men could be both 
taciturn and humble in the presence of strangers. She tried to make her guest more comfortable. 

“You must be hungry. Let’s have a bite to eat.” 

She led the two men into the kitchen. The table was already set. It was clear that Concha had been 
eating with someone earlier. She turned to Eugenio and said. 

“You just missed Lola. She stayed here last night. Her life is a complete mess, poor thing. I’ll tell you 
about it later.” 

Concha opened the fridge door and took out a tin of anchovies, some cold meats, cheeses, and 
salads. Then she cut some fresh bread and motioned for the two men to sit down at the table.  

“How was your trip?” 

“Great. We got all the shots we needed.” 

“So, the WWF is going to be happy?”  

“Yeah, totally thrilled.”  

As the couple chatted about the events of the previous two weeks, Park walked slowly towards the 
fridge. His fascination with Western technology continued unabated. He stood next to the mighty 
Smeg machine and ran his hands over its smooth surface. Then he grasped the handle and gently 
pulled the door. It wouldn’t move. He summoned all his strength and with a sudden sharp movement 
wrenched the door open to reveal the contents inside.  
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It took his breath away.  

He could not, in his wildest dreams, have imagined a fridge full of so many multicolored products. 
Beautifully sculptured jars of glass full to the top with pickles. Artistically covered tins of beans of all 
different shapes and sizes. Bottles of wine and soda, cartons of milk and yogurt, it was a cornucopia of 
nutritional delight. How was it possible for so many different products to be available to the average 
citizen of a country? How was it possible to organize the production and distribution of each and 
every item that filled this fridge, from the carrots that were stored in the bottom drawer to the 
pigment of paint that was used on the label of the Coca Cola bottle? Who was instructing the 
landowner, the farmer, the transporter, the wholesaler and the retailer to fill this fridge with exactly 
the contents that the consumer desired? 

Park had an epiphany. He fell to his knees. This was capitalism.  

“Are you looking for something in particular?” asked Concha from the kitchen table 

“The truth.” he whispered. 

Concha turned to her husband and in a quiet voice said: 

“Who is this guy?” 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

1. What does the agent tell Park to do as they ride to his apartment in the taxi? 
2. How does the agent feel as he arrives home? 
3. Are you surprised that the agent is Eugenio? 
4. Describe the relationship between Eugenio and Concha? 
5. How does Concha react when she sees Park? 
6. Who has been eating at Concha’s house just before the two men arrived? 
7. How does Park react when he sees the fridge? 
8. What is his epiphany? 
9. Describe Capitalism in your own words. 
10. Are Eugenio and Park going to be able to maintain their cover story?  

  


