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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 32: THE SECRET PLAN 

“Did you hear me, Park? I said that I was defecting.  

In exactly thirty days I will start my journey to the West. I will leave Pyongyang at midnight on 14th 
February and travel North to meet The Old Grey Man at Jungi Station. He will take me to the Tumen 
River on the Chinese Border via the “underground railroad”.  

At midnight on 16th February, the Old Grey Man will take me across the river on foot. At this time of 
year, the water is frozen and the ice is thick enough to walk on. Most importantly, it’s too cold for the 
guards to patrol the border at night.   

Waiting for me on the other side of the river will be an agent who works on behalf of institutions such 
as Interpol, Europol and the CIA. 

This agent will guide me through the security barriers on the Chinese side of the border. Together, 
we will travel to Paektu Mountain in the Jilin province of China. The mountain is a tourist attraction, 
famous for its spectacular volcanic lake. 

Here, we will meet an international film crew making a documentary about the endangered wild-life 
around the lake. I will become part of that film crew, with a new name, a new identity and a new 
passport. I will learn these personal details by heart before we travel to Changchun International 
Airport for the final escape. 

At 10:45 a.m. on 18th February I will be on Flight BA 462, heading to the West at a thousand 
kilometres per hour.” 

Park was speechless. His face was white with shock. Kim continued.  

“You might ask me why I am telling you all this now. Let me explain. 

If I am successful in my defection, three generations of my family, including my 75-year-old 
grandmother, will be forced into hard labour. They will spend the rest of their miserable lives in prison 
eating maggots from their tortured bodies.  

I can’t let that happen.  

Therefore, I need to defect without defecting.  

So, on 14th February, I will commit suicide. I will throw myself off the Taedong bridge, like so many of 
our hopeless comrades have done in the past.  
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In order to make my suicide convincing, I need to change my behaviour. I need to turn myself into a 
different person - depressed, paranoid, and unstable. 

Over the next thirty days, you will witness this transformation. You will see your best friend 
degenerate from an outgoing and radiant optimist to an introverted and desperate pessimist.  

And when the secret service eventually questions you about my suicide, you will convince them that it 
was real.  

That is why I am telling you this now.”  

Park remained speechless, his head spinning. This information was toxic. It put his own life in danger. 
He needed to decide very quickly how to react. He could accept Kim’s plan and become an 
accomplice to a crime against the state. He could tip off the authorities and sentence Kim to the 
death penalty. Or he could try to persuade his best friend to desist from this madness. 

The bus started to fill up with government employees on their way to work. Some of them were 
talking, some of them were smiling, but most of them were in their own little worlds, oblivious to the 
lethal dilemma that Park was facing. The bus changed gear and the engine roared. 

Park sat motionless, like a deer in the headlights of an oncoming car. 

Kim leaned forward so that his mouth was almost touching Park’s ear. And with a voice full of emotion 
and determination he said: 

“Both you and I know what the outside world is really like. If we had been born in the West, we would 
have started our own IT company. We would have bought ourselves a car, or maybe two. We would 
have become somebody! 

That’s the life that I want. That’s the life that I deserve. And that’s the life that I am defecting to.” 

Kim sat back in his chair as the bus accelerated towards the Taedong river. He looked out at the grey, 
monotonous landscape that he would soon be leaving forever.  

And a single tear rolled slowly down his left cheek 
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READING COMPREHENSION: 

1. What day and time will Kim begin his journey to the West? 
2. What do you think “the underground railroad” is? 
3. What is the benefit of escaping in the winter? 
4. Who will meet Kim on the other side of the river? 
5. Where will Kim go once he is inside China? 
6. How will he escape from China, an ally of North Korea? 
7. What will happen to Kim’s family if he successfully defects? 
8. Why is Kim telling Park all this information? 
9. How does Park feel about the situation?  
10. What options does he give himself about what to do next? 

 

 

 


