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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Ana Badiola 

CHAPTER 4: THE CEO 

Mario Ruiz de Velasco was everything Ana expected him to be - charming, intimidating and 
aristocratic. He was the great-grandson of a Duke of Medina Sidonia. His first marriage was to the 
Marquess of Castrofuerte. When she died and left him a widower, he scandalized Spanish society by 
marrying a gypsy, the sister-in-law of the legendary flamenco singer La Langosta. Predictably, that 
marriage didn’t last. Since then he had remained single, one of oldest and most eligible bachelors in 
Madrid.  

After a couple of minutes of small talk about his apartment on the 21st floor, Ruiz de Velasco spoke 
about his vision for the future of the company. He described the bright future that Ana had ahead of 
her, and he was sure that she could make it to the top. 

“Tell me Ana.” He purred. “How much risk is there if you leave? And how many opportunities are 
there if you stay?”  

As each minute passed Ana felt her resolve weakening. She was starting to see herself as a senior 
executive in the boardroom on the 21st floor.  

Ruiz de Velasco leaned forward. “I am 100% committed to you. I need to know that you are 100% 
committed to me.” He sat motionless waiting for her to respond.  

Ana’s mind was full of contradictory thoughts. On the one hand she had already promised to join the 
start-up. On the other hand, the arguments of Ruiz de Velasco were so persuasive.  

She thought about the advice that Maddy had given her and tried to buy herself some time.  

“Could I get back to you with my final decision tomorrow?” Even before the words were completely 
out of her mouth, she knew they were insufficient.  

Ruiz de Velasco sat back in his chair and stared at her without speaking for what seemed like an 
eternity. And then he said: 

“Your father was a great man.” 

Ana was thrown off balance by the sudden change in direction. 

“You knew my father?” 

“We were close.” 

“Really?” 

Ana didn’t remember seeing Ruiz de Velasco at her father’s funeral.  
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“He called me when you interviewed here seven years ago. He asked me to look after you.” 

Ana started to feel uncomfortable. Her father had never mentioned Ruiz de Velasco before, and she 
resented the implication that he had pulled some strings to her get the job.  

“Since then I have been following your progress closely, making things happen for you.” 

Ana became defensive. “I think that I’ve made things happen for myself at this company.” 

Ruiz de Velasco smiled. It was the smile of shark about to bite into its prey. “Do you think a girl like 
you could have succeeded in a company like this without a sponsor like me?” He lowered his voice to 
a whisper. “I’m the invisible hand that’s been guiding your career.” 

Ana felt like the floor was disappearing from beneath her. Ruiz de Velasco continued: “And I can 
continue to guide you to the very top of the mountain.” 

His expression hardened, and his voice constricted. “Or I can throw you off it.” 

A shot of adrenalin pumped throughout Ana’s nervous system, but she maintained her composure. 
Her weekly yoga sessions had taught her how to avoid getting stressed out. She took a deep but 
imperceptible breath through her nose and stood up slowly. 

“Thank you very much for your time, Mr. Ruiz de Velasco.”  

She looked down at him, straight into those piercing green, aristocratic eyes and said:  

“I’d shake your hand, if it weren’t invisible.” 

And then she left the company for good.  

COMPREHENSON QUESTIONS 

1. How many times has Ruiz De Velasco been married? 
2. What was the subject of their small talk? 
3. How did Ana try to buy herself some time? 
4. How did Ruiz de Velasco describe Ana’s father? 
5. Were Ruiz de Velasco and Ana’s father close friends? 
6. Why did Ana resent the implication that her father had helped her get the job? 
7. How did Ana react when Ruiz de Velasco said that he had been guiding her career? 
8. How did Ana stop herself from stressing out? 
9. What was the final thing that Ana said to Ruiz de Velasco? 
10. Do you think that Ana has just made a very dangerous enemy? 

 

 
  


