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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Ana Badiola 

After seven successful years working at Spain’s largest Telecommunications company, Ana Badiola 
has just told her direct boss, Luis, that she is resigning to join a start-up. 

CHAPTER 3: THE 21st FLOOR 

Ana was open and honest about her plans. She liked and respected Luis and felt that he deserved the 
whole truth.  

As Maddy had predicted Luis tried everything to convince her stay. He started with the logical 
arguments – “99% of start-ups fail in the first two years”. He then moved on to the emotional 
arguments – “we’ve been through so much together, we’re like a family”.  And finally, the moral 
arguments – “how can you do this to me after all I’ve done for you?” 

Luis was genuinely shocked and upset, like a faithful long-term lover who has just been discarded for 
a more exciting alternative. He knew that without Ana, the division’s financial targets would be almost 
impossible to reach.  

Ana was a rainmaker, responsible for bringing in and managing the company’s biggest accounts. Her 
team had beaten their budget every year for the last five years, often going beyond the company’s 
stretch targets. 

“Wait here.” he said to her after two hours of discussion “I have my weekly call with senior 
management and then I’ll be back.” He walked into the adjoining meeting room and dialed into a 
conference call. Ana could see what he was doing but the soundproofing prevented her from hearing 
anything.  

Luis introduced himself, engaged in some small talk and then moved quickly and efficiently through 
his agenda. His secretary brought him a cup of coffee and added a spoonful of sugar. She cut two 
slices of bread from the loaf on the sideboard and placed them on a plate next to the coffee.  

Ana switched off. She was mentally exhausted after the lack of sleep the previous night. Luis had 
offered her a higher salary, a bigger office and a better title, but she had turned him down. This 
career move was not about money or prestige it was about building something special. 

Luis ended the conference call and returned to his office. “Ok, follow me.” he said to her. 

The two of them left the cybersecurity department and took the elevator up to the 21st floor. This was 
where the company had its board meetings and entertained visiting VIPs. It felt like a five-star hotel 
with double height ceilings, modern artwork and panoramic views of Madrid. 

Luis led Ana along a corridor with thick carpets and padded walls, passed the company’s boardroom 
until they reached an old oak door. Luis knocked on the door and then turned to Ana.  
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“Let me give you a piece of advice,” he said. “Keep your friends close, but your enemies closer.” 
Then he walked away.  

Ana wondered where she has heard that quote before. The oak door opened, and a man dressed in a 
black suit and a white bowtie invited her in.  

“This way please,” he said. 

Ana walked into the hallway of a beautifully furnished apartment and then into a study filled with 
antique furniture, old books and Persian rugs. The man in the white bowtie offered her a seat and 
asked if she would like a drink. 

 “A single malt whisky.” she joked. 

The man nodded his head and left the room.  

Ana looked around the opulent study, wondering what would happen if the unions found out about 
the butler.  

“Hello Ana.” 

The voice from behind her was deep and resonant, the kind of voice that could turn a woman on. She 
spun around to see Mario Ruiz De Velsaco at the entrance of the study. She was momentarily lost for 
words.  

He smiled at her, his green eyes glinting in the late morning light.  

“Would you like some ice with your whisky?”  

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 

1. How did Luis try to change Ana’s mind? 
2. Why was Luis so upset that she was leaving? 
3. What did the secretary bring to Luis during his conference call? 
4. How did Ana feel after two hours of discussion with Luis? 
5. Describe the 21st floor of the company headquarters. What piece of advice did Luis give Ana? 

Do you know where the quote comes from? 
6. What was behind the oak door?  
7. What did Ana ask to drink? Was she being serious? 
8. How did Ana feel when she was realized she was with Mario Ruiz de Velasco? 
9. What do you think is going to happen next? 
10. Can you summarize the story so far in one prargraph? 

  


