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READING EXERCISE 

The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 6: The apple. 

It was 8.45am and J.J. Thomson was sitting at his desk trying to write a mission statement that truly 
expressed the purpose of his company. He wanted to demonstrate its core values to investors, 
customers and above all his employees. But he found it really difficult to summarize everything in one 
inspirational sentence.  

He put down his pencil and looked at the team he had assembled over the last six months. It was 
made up of programmers, salespeople and administrative staff. 

Leading the programmers was Diego de la Fuente, a Spanish national who had grown up in California 
and gotten a degree in electrical engineering from Stanford University. He was not the best coder nor 
data scientist, but he was a brilliant team leader, able to get the best out of the freaks and geeks 
around him. They included two Norwegians, a Korean, a Dutch, a Filipino, and two Brits. All of them 
had ethical hacking backgrounds and lived and breathed computer code. 

The commercial team consisted of just two people. The first was Cayetano Tolosa, a cousin of a friend 
of Diego. His marketing experience was exclusively in the fashion sector, but he was very well 
connected. And he was immediately available because his online clothes store had recently closed 
down. The other member of the commercial team was Lola Badiola. She was due to start work at 9 
am that morning. 

Both teams were supported by two administrative staff who dealt with all the tax, accounting and 
legal work.  

Up until that moment J.J.’s primary concern was Human Resources. The success of the company 
depended on the success of the people. But, like many start-ups, there was little cash and few 
benefits to pay the employees. So, in order to attract talent and get their long-term commitment, he 
had offered everyone share ownership.  

Nobody expected the company to generate revenues overnight, but J.J. was eager to win their first 
big contract as soon as possible. The company had been operating in a marketing vacuum for some 
time. Consequently, J.J. was really looking forward to having Lola onboard. 

He had met her at an annual cybersecurity conference in Las Vegas. He watched her give a 
presentation on multi-cloud security and was immediately impressed by her ability to take complex 
issues and simplify them into messages that anyone could understand. At the time, she worked for a 
telecommunications company that was branching out into cybersecurity products.  

While he was at the conference in Las Vegas, he had taken a day off, hired a car and driven through 
the arid and barren desert of Nevada to the Colorado River. He loved the jagged landscape of the 
Great Basin National Park with its peaks, valleys and alpine lakes. While he was trekking, he 
concluded that he had to have Lola Badiola in his company. 
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He spent the next six months trying to convince her to join, but she politely declined all of his offers. It 
was understandable. She had a secure job in a big company and was on the fast track to a senior 
management role. He had almost lost hope of recruiting her when late one evening, to his surprise 
and delight, he received an email from her accepting the role.  

His train of thought was interrupted by the voice of Cayetano Tolosa. 

“J.J. do you have a second?” 

“Sure.” 

Cayetano was the smoothest salesman he had ever met, supremely confident and always 
immaculately dressed. 

“When is the new commercial director arriving?” he asked.  

“Lola should be here in a few minutes.” 

“Great.” Cayetano was eating an apple. “I have a question about her.” 

“Yeah?” 

“Why did she get fired from her last company?” 

“What?” J.J. was surprised by the question. “She wasn’t fired. She quit her job to join us.” 

“Oh.” Cayetano took a bite of his apple and chewed noisily. “I heard a different story.” 

One of the administrative assistants interrupted the conversation to inform J.J. that Lola had just 
arrived at the office. 

J.J. stood up from his desk. “Well, you heard the wrong story,” he replied as he walked quickly to the 
entrance of office to greet the new arrival.  

Cayetano watched him go, then threw the remains of his apple into J.J.’s rubbish bin.  

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What was J.J. trying to write at the beginning of the chapter? 
2. Where did Diego de La Fuente get his degree? 
3. What are Diego’s strengths? 
4. How many computer programmers are in the team? 
5. What are “freaks and geeks”? 
6. How did J.J. Thomson attract talent to his start-up? 
7. Who is Cayetano Tolosa and what is his work experience? 
8. Why is J.J. so happy that Lola is joining the company? 
9. Where did J.J. meet Lola? 
10. Why does J.J. like visiting the conference in Nevada? 


