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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 67 – THE OFFER 

Ruiz de Velasco stood up from his chair, his face incandescent with rage.  

“Whatever game you are playing, stop it right now!” 

Lola didn’t flinch. It was her turn to show a poker face in the heat of the moment.  

“Take a seat Mr. Ruiz de Velasco and let me explain something to you.” 

Ruiz de Velasco looked down at his two lawyers. 

“Do something you overpaid sons of bitches!”  

The two lawyers had no idea what Ruiz de Velasco expected them to do, so they decided to play it 
safe and do nothing.  

“Sit down Mr. Ruiz de Velasco,” repeated Lola. “We are here to help you.” 

Lola took the next ace from her sleeve. She pointed at Park who was quietly tapping away on the 
laptop oblivious to the commotion around him. 

“My assistant has been scanning your digital infrastructure. It appears you have a weakness in the 
electrical systems of your headquarters. We have been able to access the automatic transfer switch 
and cut off all your power.” 

Ruiz de Velasco’s eyes almost popped out of his head. 

“You’ve hacked us! This is an outrage. Desist from this activity immediately!” 

The CEOs lawyers suddenly found their voices. They started quoting all the laws that Lola was 
breaking by her actions, including the fines that would be imposed on her and the time she could 
spend in prison. At this point Gonzalo stepped in to respond to each of their claims, giving reasons 
why they were irrelevant for the current situation. Although, in truth, he couldn’t disagree with them.  

As the noise and commotion in the room rose to a crescendo, Cayetano Tolosa took the opportunity 
to verbally insult Lola, accusing her of lying, cheating and stealing. This brought Diego de la Fuente 
to Lola’s defence. He’d been waiting for an opportunity to confront Tolosa, the traitor, and he didn’t 
hold back. It became impossible to hear anything above the noise of the insults being thrown around 
the room. 

Once again it was the wise old man acting as JJ’s advisor who brought order back to the 
proceedings. In his deep and booming voice, he managed to recapture the attention of the room.  

“Hold On! Hold On!” 



The Adventures of Lola Badiola                © Gratton Communications                                              

 

180 

The combatants stopped screaming at each other and looked at the old man. 

 “Ms. Badiola has something to say. The sooner that we hear it, the sooner we can fix the problem.” 

Lola waited for the testosterone in the room to subside, and for everyone to settle back down into 
their chairs. Then she started her speech. 

“Yes. We have hacked you.” she said in a calm and confident voice. “We’ve hacked you for ethical 
reasons. We’ve hacked you to protect you.”  

You may say it is an outrage. Your lawyers might accuse me of criminal activity. But, isn’t it better that 
we hack you before some else does, isn’t it better that we discover your weaknesses before a 
malicious intruder does?  

Last month, your share price dropped 20% following a breach of your systems. We know who was 
responsible for this attack, we know how they did it, and we know how to ensure it never happens 
again. We also know how to prevent them from exploiting other network vulnerabilities, like the one 
in your electrical systems. 

That is why you need our technology, Mr. Ruiz de Velasco” 

The CEO squirmed in his chair. His left eye twitched. And he drummed his fingers on the surface of 
the maple wood conference table. 

“There is something that you don’t seem to understand Ms. Badiola.” his voice was trembling with 
suppressed rage. “I am in the process of buying your technology. Mr. Thomson and I have already 
come to an agreement. Now stop playing games, turn the electricity back on and get out of my 
office.” 

JJ Thomson’s advisor leaned forward to clarify a legal point. 

“Technically, we haven’t reached an agreement until everyone has signed the contract and it has 
been ratified by the Board of Directors.” He looked across at Lola urging her on.  

“As I said before, this agreement dramatically undervalues JBlock,” continued Lola. “With Telecom 
España as a client, the value of our company rises dramatically. It is a “proof of concept”, a signal to 
the market that our technology not only functions but, is also best in class.” 

Ruiz de Velasco snorted at the absurdity of her argument.  

“Telecom España is not, nor ever will be a client of yours! And JBlock is worthless without us!” 

JJ Thomson sat quietly listening to the confrontation around him.  

Less than half an hour earlier he had been on the verge of selling his company for 6 euros a share to 
Telecom España. When Lola and Diego burst into the meeting room he was as confused as he was 
intrigued. He knew that neither of them wanted him to sell the company, but he didn’t realise what 
lengths they would go to in order to disrupt the process. He underestimated their passion and 
determination.  
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When Lola introduced everyone in the meeting to Pluto, JJ started to imagine what it might be like 
having the world’s greatest hacker working in his programming team. Their cybersecurity products 
would be unbeatable. 

Then he watched Lola’s negotiation strategy with shock and admiration. He had told her that all they 
needed was one big client to prevent the sale, and here she was trying to convince the biggest fish in 
the pond to jump into their net.  

He decided to remain silent. He could see that Lola was on a roll. He wanted to see what else she 
might have in store.  

“Well, Mr Ruiz de Velasco.” she said shaking her head slowly. “That is a pity. For both Telecom 
España and JBlock.” 

Then she stood up and walked out of the conference room. 

There was a stunned silence.  

Gonzalo packed up his notes and followed her. Diego grabbed hold of Park and they did the same. 
The conference room was left in exactly the same state as it was just half an hour earlier. Five 
members of the Telecom España team facing two members of the JBlock team. 

Mario Ruiz de Velasco leaned over the Luis Bruña and in a voice filled with bitterness and frustration, 
he said. 

“Bring them back here.” 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

1. How does Ruiz de Velasco react when the lights go out? 
2. What do his lawyers do? 
3. What does Gonzalo Garrido think about Lola’s actions? 
4. How do Cayetano and Diego react? 
5. Who calms everyone down and wat dies he say? 
6. What is Lola’s justification for hacking Telecom España? 
7. Why would JBlock be so much more valuable with Telecom España as a client? 
8. What does JJ Thomson think about Lola’s actions? 
9. Why does Lola walk out of the conference room? 
10. What will happen when she returns? 

 

 

  


