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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 18: THE BLIND DATE 

Lola Badiola stood alone on the balcony of her apartment, looking out across Plaza del dos de Mayo 
in the Malasaña district of Madrid. 
 
She couldn’t get the image of Mario Ruiz de Velasco out of her head - his green eyes staring into the 
camera, accusing her of being involved in the attack. 
 
Everybody at JBlock had turned to look at her - the administrative staff, the programmers, Diego de 
la Fuente, Cayetano Tolosa and JJ Thomson. She knew what they were thinking. She knew that they 
were questioning her integrity. 
 
The familiar sensation of panic rose from her stomach. But it was time she stood up for herself. It was 
time that she showed her new colleagues the other side of her character. 
 
“Okay, listen everyone,” she said in a loud voice, “this security breach is bad news for Ruiz De 
Velasco and his shareholders. “But it’s good news for us.”  
 
The truth is they were running outdated and inferior programs and it was only a matter of time 
before were breached. We need to take this opportunity to show our potential customers that we 
offer a superior solution.  
 
Diego, Cayetano, I’d like you to join me in my office so that we can revise our marketing plan in light 
of these developments. I have more than a dozen hot prospects lined up and I’d like to visit them 
this week with our new proposal. 
 
And in case any of you are wondering, I wasn’t fired from that company. I left them to join a group of 
people who I believe will make the business world a better and safer place. If anybody doubts that, 
please speak out now.”  
 
Nobody said anything.  
 
Lola let the silence hang in the air as she scanned their faces. Then she said: 
 
“Ok, Diego, Cayetano, let’s go.” 
 
The two men dutifully followed her into her office while everyone looked on.  
 
Lola stood on the balcony of her apartment replaying the day’s events over and over again in her 
head. Her little speech had been effective. She had read a lot about rhetoric at university. She knew 
that a public speaker had to appeal to an audience’s mind, body and soul. Aristotle called it logos, 
pathos and ethos.  
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She was confident that she had won back the trust of most, if not all, of her new colleagues. But she 
was still really worried about Ruiz de Velasco. He had a reputation for burying his adversaries.  
 
“Hey Lola!” her thoughts were interrupted by the sound of a familiar voice in the plaza below. Then 
her telephone rang. 
 
“Are you ready?” It was her best friend Concha.  
 
“Ready for what?” replied Lola 
 
“Come on! It’s double date night. And this one’s hot!” 
 
“Oh God,” murmured Lola 
 
She had completely forgotten that Concha and her husband had organized a blind date for her and 
one of their single male friends. 
 
She was not in the mood. She wanted to relax in front of the TV. She had seen a trailer on Netflix for 
the film adaptation of one of her favorite novels, Life of Pi. It had received great reviews and won 
four Oscars. 
 
Concha sensed her reticence. “Don’t let me down, Lola. We’ve been planning this for weeks. You’ve 
got to meet this guy. He’s made for you!” 
 
Lola shook her head and ran her fingers through her hair. She was mentally exhausted. But for the 
first time that day she had been distracted from work. Maybe an evening with friends was what she 
needed. Maybe a night of uncomplicated sex would do her some good. 
 
“Ok, Concha, I’ll be down in ten minutes.” 
 
She hung up the phone and headed to the bathroom.   
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

 
1. Where does Lola Badiola live? 
2. What is she thinking about as she stands on her balcony? 
3. Why was the JBlock team staring at her, questioning her integrity? 
4. How did she respond? 
5. Was her little speech effective?  
6. Why was her speech effective? 
7. What are Aristotle’s three appeals of rhetoric? 
8. What has her friend Concha planned for her this evening? 
9. Why doesn’t Lola want to go out? What does she want to do instead? 
10. Why does she change her mind and decide to go out? 

 


