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READING EXERCISE 

The Adventures of Ana Badiola 

CHAPTER 7: The programmers. 

Diego de la Fuente was a big, energetic man. The only place he wasn’t covered in a thick layer of hair 
was the top of his head. On the outside he looked like a ferocious grizzly bear. On the inside, he was 
more like a cuddly teddy bear.  

By nature, he was a nervous character but that morning he was particularly hyperactive.  

He had two new programmers joining his team, both of them were Spanish and one of them was a 
woman. He was concerned about how to integrate them into his multicultural gang that currently had 
no women in it.  

On top of that, the new Commercial Director was arriving at 9am and he was worried about how long 
it would take her to understand the product suite.  

Furthermore, he needed to come up with a creative solution for a pharmaceutical company. This 
solution needed to comply with their very strict health regulations. 

“Ok people. Unplug yourselves. Let´s start the morning meeting.” 

From 8:30 am to 9:00 am every morning Diego went around his team one by one to find out how they 
were progressing and if they had any problems. 

“As you know, we have two new programmers joining today.” He said. “They will spend the first few 
days shadowing Jorgen and Casper. You got that?” 

The Norwegians nodded.  

“We also have a new Commercial Director. That’s right boys! The marketing push starts now.” 

The programmers looked skeptical. 

Johann, the Dutchman was the first to speak. “You mean we have another Pretty Boy wasting our 
time.”  

There was never any filter between what Johann thought and what he said, which was both his 
strength and weakness. 

“Pretty Boy is a salesman. His job is to open doors for us. And he does that very well,” Diego replied. 
He had the patience of a saint but at times he needed to assert his authority:  

“And from now on we’re going to stop calling him Pretty Boy. His name is Cayetano, he’s our 
colleague and we’ll treat him with respect.” 

“Do we really need a sales team, at all?” asked one of the Brits. 
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“Is that a serious question?” replied Diego.  

“The way I see it, our code sells itself.” 

“Yeah.” agreed Rolando the Filipino. “Salespeople just get in the way.” 

“The only thing they do well is book lunch,” said the Korean.  

“And ask dumb questions,” said the other British guy. 

“I’ve explained Blockchain to Pretty Boy a dozen times, but he still doesn’t get it.” 

“Investing time in salespeople is just not worth it.”    

“We do all the work and they make all the commission,” concluded Johannes 

“Yeah!” All seven programmers joined in.  

Diego sat calmly listening to them. He thought that they often behaved like a bunch of school 
children, but it allowed them to bond as a team.  

Suddenly, they all fell completely silent.  

Something was happening behind Diego that had caught everyone’s attention. He looked around.  

J.J. Thomson was walking through the office. With him was an attractive woman. She had an aura of 
confidence and authority around her. She looked across at the seven computer programmers. Then 
followed J.J. Thomson into his office. 

Diego turned back to his team and smiled. 

“Say hello to the new Commercial Director.” 

READING COMPREHENSION 

1. What does Diego de la Fuente look like? 
2. How big will the team be when the new programmers arrive?  
3. How many women coders will there be? 
4. What project is Diego working on that morning? 
5. What is Johann, the Dutchman, like? 
6. What nickname do the programmers use for Cayetano Tolosa? 
7. What do the programmers think about salespeople in general? 
8. How many times have they tried to explain Blockchain to Cayetano? 
9. Why did they all suddenly become quiet? 
10. What does Ana Badiola look like? 

 
 


