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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 26: THE OPPORTUNITY 

Lola sat at her desk wondering how she had ended up in this situation. The simple act of leaving one 
company and joining another had turned her life upside down. She considered all the elements that 
were currently conspiring against her:  
 
Mario Ruiz de Velasco, the powerful CEO of Telecom España, wanted to ruin her. Luis Bruña, the 
man she had trusted all her working life, had betrayed her. Interpol suspected her of involvement in 
a series of cyber-attacks. And someone within JBlock was spreading false rumours about her. It was 
overwhelming. 
 
Lola made herself comfortable in her chair and started to meditate. She breathed in deeply through 
her nose and then out through her mouth. She closed her eyes and pictured a door opening into her 
grandmother’s garden - the calmest, quietest and most relaxing environment she could imagine. The 
fear she was feeling was purely subjective and therefore could be eliminated. She was in control of 
her own reality.  
 
“Hey.” 
 
A man’s voice brought her back to the office. Cayetano was standing opposite her, his Hermes belt 
directly in her line if sight. 
 
“Are you ok?” he asked. 
 
“I’m fine” she said and spun her chair one hundred and eighty degrees so that she was facing away 
from him. 
 
“If you want to talk about anything, I’m here for you Lola.” 
 
“Thanks, but I’m fine.” 
 
“Ok.” said Cayetano before walking slowly away.   
 
Lola knew that there was only one way to deal with all the problems in her professional life. And that 
was to move forwards. Make things happen. Prove everyone wrong.  
 
But time was not on her side. She needed to get going. 
 
She opened her email account and started working. She had about 20 unread messages. Most of 
them were from suppliers marketing their products. She transferred these irrelevant items into the 
trash folder. There was an internal message from Diego de la Fuente reminding everyone to remain 
compliant with the roll out of the new GDPR regulations. And there was a link to an article from 
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Cyberworld Magazine about North Korean hackers ramping up attacks on European targets. It was 
Lola’s favourite magazine because their analysis was the most accurate and trustworthy in the 
industry.  
 
Amongst all the emails, there was one message that caught her eye. It was from one of her ex-clients 
with whom she had had a great working relationship in the past. He had recently moved to the IT 
division of a new company. He was inviting Lola to his office for a general catch up. 
This was the opportunity that Lola needed. She was going to sign this company to JBlock. She was 
going to make it rain again.  
 
And there was no bigger opportunity than this one. 
 
Her ex-client and friend had just become IT procurement manager at Banco Santander.  
 

READING COMPREHENSION 

1. List all the elements that are currently conspiring against Lola. 
2. How does she feel and how does she try to calm herself down? 
3. Who interrupts her and how does she react? 
4. Who are most of the emails from? 
5. What is the email from Diego de La Fuente about? 
6. What is the article from Cyberworld Magazine about? 
7. Why does Lola like Cyberworld Magazine? 
8. Which email catches Lola’s eye? Who is it from?  
9. What does the email say? 
10. Why is this such a big opportunity for Lola? 

 
 

 


