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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 31: THE BEGINNING OF THE END 

Park’s alarm woke him up at 6.45 am. He got out of bed, walked to the kitchen and heated up some 
water to make himself a cup of barley tea. Then he very gently opened the door of his fridge. The 
machine had faulty electric wiring. If he pulled the door open abruptly the power would cut off and he 
would ruin all the food inside. He took out a bowl of boiled rice and kimchi and sat down to eat his 
breakfast in front of the television. 

There were five domestic TV channels in North Korea, all of them run by the state. The four news 
channels were full of the usual propaganda. That morning they were reporting that one of Kim Jung 
Un’s generals had been charged with money laundering. He was due to be executed the following 
day in front of the Supreme leader. In Park’s mind the government sometimes resembled the Mafia 
with Kim Jung Un as its godfather. 

The fifth TV channel was the only one Park ever watched. It was the Sports channel and that morning 
it was showing a repeat of the public shaming of the women’s ice hockey team following their failure 
to win a single game at the Pyeongchang Olympics in 2018. Park had heard rumours that many 
athletes were doing hard labour or were locked up in prison for underachieving at international 
events.  

After finishing breakfast, he went to his bathroom, washed and shaved and then applied some of his 
Chinese aftershave. He placed the bottle carefully back into the cabinet with the dragon logo facing 
outwards. It was a luxury that few North Korean’s could afford. And Park only ever used it on very 
special occasions. The authorities let certain key workers get away with such acts of decadence as a 
reward for their achievements. 

He looked at himself in the mirror. He had a good head of hair; it was a little greasy but there was still 
no sign of baldness. He had a skinny body, far from the ideal look of the Supreme Leader whose 
chubbiness was admired by women around the country.  

He made some martial arts moves in front of the mirror, as if he were attacking his own reflection. His 
adrenalin levels were elevated, and he needed to release some tension. That morning he planned to 
sit next to the Girl with the Almond Eyes on the bus ride into the city centre.  

At 7:30am he met Kim Lee Son at the entrance of their tower block in zone 7 and then the two of 
them walked together to the bus stop. That morning Kim was uncharacteristically quiet. This suited 
Park as he was rehearsing the conversation he was about to have with his new love. 

They waited in silence for the bus to come. It was running late due to the ongoing problems with the 
transmission system. When it eventually arrived, it was followed by a cloud of thick diesel fumes. The 
two men covered their mouths and noses and then jumped onboard. 
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At that point on the route the bus was only 25% full. It had another dozen stops before it reached its 
final destination by which time it would be full of government employees.  

Sitting towards the front of the bus with an empty space beside her was the girl with the Almond 
eyes. Park spotted her immediately. He walked slowly up the centre aisle as the bus pulled away, 
practising the first line that he would say to her.  

He reached her seat and looked down at her, his chest pounding, his adrenalin pumping. He was just 
about to sit down when Kim nudged him down the passageway towards the empty seats at the back 
of the bus.  

The bus accelerated and the two friends stumbled forwards and ended up falling into the seats in the 
back row. It was by far the noisiest and least comfortable part of the bus as it was directly over the 
engine.  

Park turned angrily towards Kim. “What are you doing?” 

Kim looked at Park. “I need to talk to you.” 

Park couldn’t hide his frustration and irritation. Whatever it was that Kim needed to say, he could have 
said it on the walk to the bus stop or while they waited for the bus.  

“Listen to me carefully,” said Kim just audible above the engine noise. “Our flats are bugged, our 
phones are tapped, and our offices are wired.” 

“Yes.” replied Park. It was common knowledge that the secret police listened to the conversations of 
all D grade government employees.  

Kim continued: “This is the only place that I can be sure that no-one is listening.”  

Park’s irritation turned to a mixture of curiosity and concern. 

“What is it, Kim? What do you need to tell me?” 

Kim looked around nervously. But there was no-one nearby. And even if there were, they wouldn’t 
have been able to hear the conversation over the noise of 40-year-old diesel engine. 

“I’m defecting.” said Kim. “I’m joining the dark side of the force.” 
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READING COMPREHENSION 

1. What does Kim have for breakfast? 
2. What is the problem with his fridge? 
3. Describe the TV channels in North Korea? 
4. What is currently on the four news channels? 
5. What is currently on the Sports channel? 
6. How does Park feel that morning? 
7. Why is the bus late? 
8. Why doesn’t Park sit next to the girl with the almond eyes. 
9. What does Kim tell Park? 
10. Why does he say “I’m joining the dark side of the force.” 

 
 
 
 


