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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 34: GONZALO GARRIDO 

Lola attended the Lycée Français in Arturo Soria Madrid. She was a quiet, hard-working student who 
liked to remain anonymous. The only place where she let her emotions run free was on the volleyball 
court. She was extremely competitive and captained her team to the district finals two years in a row. 
 
It was at the Lycee that Lola met Gonzalo Garrido. She was seventeen years old. He was eighteen. 
She was young, pretty and innocent. He was mature, wise and on his way to Harvard. 
 
They fell deeply in love and although they attended university in different continents, they spoke on 
the telephone almost every day. They were soul mates, childhood sweethearts, and one day they 
were going to get married. 
 
But time passes. People change. And Lola grew up.  
 
After almost five years with Gonzalo, she ended the relationship. It happened on a Sunday afternoon 
while they were walking around the galleries of the Museo del Prado. Gonzalo had started working in 
Madrid and he wanted her to move into his apartment. Lola suddenly felt claustrophobic. It was as if 
the great portraits by Titan, Raphael and El Greco were all staring at her, judging her, and reminding 
her that she was just a little girl pretending to be a woman.   
 
At the time, it was the most difficult decision of her life. There was no specific reason, there was 
nothing he had done wrong. She still loved him, but it wasn’t what she wanted. She was only 23 years 
old, and she didn’t want the story of her life already written.  
 
Gonzalo was distraught. He felt like he’d been widowed. He seemed to pass slowly through the five 
stages of grief. At first, he was in denial, convinced that it was just a temporary pause in the 
relationship. He thought and dreamt about her all the time.  
 
Then he became filled with wrath, after all, he was the top dog and his pride had been wounded. 
Then, he tried to bargain with her. He would send her flowers, write her letters and try to charm her 
back into his life. But when the two of them met at the weddings of mutual friends his drunken lust 
would ruin everything.  
 
Eventually he fell into a state of mild depression. He decided that the best way forward was to ghost 
her. He disconnected from her on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook, and dedicated himself to his 
career. He worked 100-hour weeks at Unceta Monson.  
 
Many people saw this as a sign of avarice and ambition. But in reality, it was his way of coping with the 
loss of the love of his life.  
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Lola sat silently in the taxi looking down at her smartphone. For ten minutes, she reminisced about 
their time together. It was a bitter-sweet sensation.  
 
A message from the office popped up on the screen asking her what time she would be back. She 
ignored it and then scrolled down to Gonzalo’s name. She pressed the call button of her phone and 
waited for him to answer. 
 
Once, twice, three times it rang. A part of her was desperate for him to answer. Another part hoped 
that he wouldn’t. Four, five, six times it rang. She started to doubt herself. This was a bad idea. Seven, 
eight… on the ninth ring, he answered. 
 
“Lola?” 
 
His voice hadn’t changed. It was clear and deep. His melodic Galician accent still prominent after so 
many years in Madrid.  
 
“Hello, Gonzalo. Do you have a moment?” 
 
There was a long pause. And then in a professional and courteous tone he replied. 
 
“Yes. Of course.”  
 
 
READING COMPREHENSION: 
 

1. What was Lola Badiola like in school? 
2. What sport did Lola play in school? Was she good at it? 
3. What was Gonzalo Garrido like in school? 
4. Why did Lola end her relationship with Gonzalo? 
5. How did Gonzalo react to their break-up? 
6. What were the five stages of grief that Gonzalo experienced? 
7. What emotions did Gonzalo experience after the end of the relationship? 
8. What emotions does Lola experience when she calls Gonzalo? 
9. What attitude does Gonzalo have when he answers the phone? 
10. Do you think Gonzalo will try to begin a relationship with Lola again? Give reasons for 

your opinion. 
 


