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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 9: THE NORTH KOREANS 

Park Jae Bong was a genius. He attended the University of Technology in Pyongyang, North Korea, 
where he graduated top of his class. He was immediately recruited by the country’s state-sponsored 
hacking organization, and within a year he had created and released WannaCry, one of the world’s 
costliest ransomware attacks. 

Over the following three years he generated hundreds of millions of dollars of revenue for his 
government through brilliant and devastating computer related frauds. His victims were multinational 
companies like JP Morgan, Vodafone and Banco Santander. 

He was well-known to governments around the world, and in 2018 he was put on the FBI’s most 
wanted criminals list. Within the international hacking community, he was considered a demi-god. 
Nobody had ever come close to the chaos that he had created through his beautiful but lethal 
computer coding. 

Despite his global reputation, he was just another anonymous government employee within his own 
country. He wore the same smart casual clothes, travelled on the same public bus, and received the 
same benefits as everyone else in his division. Nobody around him knew that Park Jae Bong was the 
ultimate wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

He worked in a small cubicle in an enormous room with 13,000 other hackers. Each of them spent 
sixteen hours a day in front of their computer screens in a continuous cycle of trial and error until 
they bumped into a system weakness. Park was the most imaginative and persistent of them all. To 
him it was an endless game of four-dimensional chess and he was the Garry Kasparov of his 
generation.  

“Midday report, Park.” 

His train of thought was interrupted by Kang, his direct superior in Division 6523 of the hacking 
department. Kang was a functionary. He walked around all day collecting reports that he didn’t 
understand.  

Park hated Kang. He hated being a subordinate. He hated being supervised.  

“Here it is, sir,” he said as he handed the document over. 

Kang then asked him a few standard questions. 

“Have you observed any anomalies?” 
“No, sir.” 
“Have you crashed any systems?” 
“No, sir.” 
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“Have you concluded any infiltrations?”  
“No sir.” 

Kang put the report into a folder. 

“You have your annual health check from 2pm to 4pm today.” 
“Yes sir.” 
“You will need to make up the time by working late tonight.” 
“Yes sir.” 

Kang then walked on without any acknowledgement.  

Park turned back to his computer screen. He waited until Kang had disappeared into the distance. 
Then he bypassed his own internal security system and secretly accessed the internet.  

He checked the BBC, New York Times and Russia Today websites for international news. He 
wondered how many of their stories were true and how many were made up. The outside world 
seemed completely unreal to him. 

That morning the focus of the news was on a ceremony called “The Oscars”. He looked at 
photographs of the movie stars. The women wore make-up and jewelry, their eyelashes thick with 
mascara, their bodies decorated with necklaces, bracelets and diamond rings. They seemed like 
creatures from another planet. 

After quickly reading through the headlines Park went onto Google and typed in the name of his 
personal hero, Garry Kasparov, the greatest chess grandmaster of all time.  

He clicked on a recent photograph of the man and looked into those deep, black eyes.  

And he knew that one day, soon, they would meet.  

READING COMPREHENSION 

1. In which city does Park Jae Bong live? 
2. What famous cybersecurity attack is he responsible for? 
3. What multinational companies has he stolen money from? 
4. What is his reputation globally? 
5. What is his reputation in his own country? 
6. How many hackers are there in his building? 
7. Who is Kang? 
8. What is Park’s opinion of Kang? 
9. Which websites does Park visit? 
10. Who is Park’s hero? 

 
  


