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READING EXERCISE 
The Adventures of Lola Badiola 

CHAPTER 38: THE CRIME AGAINST THE STATE 

Park sat at the back of the bus considering his options. He was stunned by Kim’s recklessness - the 
fake suicide, the journey via the underground railway, crossing the Chinese border in mid-winter, and 
finally escaping with a film crew from Chang Lai airport. Was he going to help Kim with his crazy 
plans, or inform the authorities? 

Park’s anger and disbelief were mixed with a strange sensation of admiration and jealousy. Kim was 
clearly determined to create a better life for himself.  If he succeeded, he would be living the dream 
in the West, working as a freelance IT specialist, hanging out with Western women, buying as many 
Mickey Mouse watches as he wanted. 

The authorities in the West clearly valued his knowledge and skill set. They were making a huge effort 
and expense to assist his defection. If they valued Kim Lee Son so highly, what might they think of 
Park Jae Bong. He was a far superior hacker, the architect of the WannaCry virus, and a tormentor of 
multinational companies around the world.  

Park banished the thought from his mind. He was a patriot. Despite the poverty and paranoia caused 
by the dictatorship of Kim Jong Un and his predecessors, he loved his country. It was where he was 
born and it was where he would die. Moreover, he was in love with the Girl with the Almond Eyes.  

The bus stopped outside the Ministry of Information and everyone stood up and got off. The crowd 
made its way into the functional concrete building, each person heading to their own little cubicle 
within the vast complex.  

Park thought again about Kim’s plan. His best friend was, by nature, a people person, always friendly 
and optimistic. In fact, he had been singled out by Human Resources to lead the division’s Happiness 
Directive. How would it be possible for Kim to convince the authorities of his suicidal intentions? 

The two men sat down at their desks and turned on their computers without exchanging another 
word. They went through their morning routine, checking the infiltration programs that had been 
working overnight. 

In the distance Kang, their direct superior, was pushing a big trolley of files towards them, stopping to 
exchange words with each of the workers in Division 6523 of the Cybercrime Department.  

Park needed to make a decision before Kang arrived at his desk. If he was going to inform the 
authorities, he had better do it immediately. It was one of the unbreakable rules of being a citizen of 
the Democratic Republic of Korea. If he delayed for just a moment, then he became part of the crime.  

Kang reached Kim’s desk first and asked him the same questions as always. 

“Have you observed any anomalies?”  
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“No, sir,” said Kim 

“Have you crashed any systems?” 

“No, sir.” 

“Have you concluded any infiltrations?”  

“No sir. 

Kang pushed his trolley a little further down the corridor and repeated the routine with Park. 

“Have you observed any anomalies?”  

This was a defining moment of Park’s life. The universe was splitting in to two parallel branches, one 
in which he betrayed his best friend, the other in which he betrayed his country. 

“Hey Park! I’m talking to you,” said Kang impatiently. “Have you observed any anomalies?” 

Park could hardly contain his contempt of the divisional manager. The man knew nothing about the 
complexity and beauty of computer coding. He knew nothing about world beyond the walls of the 
Ministry of Information. He did nothing for the cause of the Fatherland apart from push a trolley full of 
papers around the Ministry. And yet, he was Park and Kim’s direct superior with the power of life and 
death over them.  

“No, sir,” said Park quietly. 

“Have you crashed any systems?” 

“No, sir.” 

“Have you concluded any infiltrations?”  

“No sir.” 

Kang hovered for a moment, staring at Park, as if the government employee were a stranger. Then he 
walked away slowly, pushing his trolley down the corridor to the next cubicle.  

Park was now the accomplice to a crime against the state. A crime that carried the death penalty. A 
crime from which he would receive no direct benefit. He was risking everything for nothing. He felt 
empty inside.  

The only way forward was to pretend that the conversation in the bus had never happened and to 
focus entirely on his work. 

READING COMPREHENSION 

1. Summarize Kim’s plan to escape from North Korea. 
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2. What does Park think about this plan? How does it make Park feel towards Kim? 
3. What would Kim’s life be like if he reached the West? 
4. How much does the West value Kim’s skill set? How much would the West value Park’s skill set? 
5. What does Park think about his native country, North Korea? 
6. Why is it going to be difficult for Kim to convince the world that he is suicidal? 
7. Who is Kang and what is his job? 
8. What does Park think about Kang and the job that he does? 
9. What did Park decide to do regarding Kim’s escape plan? How did this make him feel? 
10. What do you think will happen to Park now that he is an accomplice to a crime against the state? 
 


